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immediate use when a light is 
needed in backing at night on a 
dark road.—H. M. J. 


R EAR window flaps on coupes and 
convertible roadsters can be made 
draft proof and rainproof by ap¬ 
plying strips of hookless fasten¬ 
ers to the side joints. Ordinarily, the rear 
flap is provided only with three hooks 
along its bottom edge. As shown in the 
illustration below, the hookless fasteners, 
which can be purchased new or salvaged 
from old pieces of clothing, hand luggage, 
and so on, are stitched to the sides of the 
flap and the edges of the car top. Merely 
pulling the sliding tabs up or down opens 
or closes the flap. Obviously, the fasteners 
should be sewed in place so the open end 
is at the bottom. The hookless fastener 
strips can be stitched with carpet linen 
threaded in a sailmaker’s needle.—C. F. 
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On piece of wall board, 
pages of auto kinks are 


-STOP 

LIGHT 


-TO BATTERY 


A push-pull switch connected, as shown, across 
stop light terminals will give a backing light 


Auto Kink File 



UNFASTENING REAP CURTAIN 



CURTAIN RAISED AND FASTENED UP 

Hookless fasteners, stitched to the side of win¬ 
dow flaps, will make your roadster rainproof 

New Backing Bight 

DY CONNECTING a push-pull switch 
^ across the stop-light switch terminals, 
you can use your stop light also as a 
backing light. In the closed position, the 
push-pull switch completes the stop-light 
circuit independent of the brake and al¬ 
lows the light to be used when backing. 
When the switch is open, however, it does 
not interfere with the regular operation 
of the stop light by the brake pedal. To 
increase the illumination of the light, use 
a twenty-one-candlepower bulb in place 
of the usual type found in stop lights. The 
writer installed the supplementary switch 
on the dashboard, where it is handy for 


Getting Yotcr Car 
Out of Mud 

When a rear wheel rests in the mud, 
a plank and some stout rope or a chain 
used in the manner illustrated will pro¬ 
vide the necessary traction. Place the 
plank as far under the mired wheel as 
you can get it, tie the rope or chain to 
the outer end, and fasten the other end 
of the rope to the lowermost spoke of 
the wheel. Then start the motor, shift 
into low gear, and engage the clutch 
slowly. The wheel in turning will pull 
itself along the plank for one quarter of 
a revolution. By taking up the slack in 
the rope after each try, the car can be 
made to pull itself out of a mud hole in 
a very short time.—O. G. 



A plank and a piece of rope can be used, as 
shown, to free a car when wheels are in mud 


13 ATHER than lose the valuable kinks 
^ published each month in Popular 
Science Monthly, I now clip out the 
page and glue it to a board fastened to 
the wall of my garage. The board is mere¬ 
ly a piece of wall board nailed to the 
studs. When I am working on my car 
and get stuck I glance over my work 
sheets and find the answer to my prob¬ 
lem. I have also added a directory of 
of service stations.—D. G. R. 



Using Feeler Gages 

W HEN adjusting the valves on a car, 
the shortness of the feeler gages 
often causes undue fuss and aggravation. 
The work must be done in cramped quar¬ 
ters and the short gage strips are difficult 
to handle. To overcome this, the writer 
removed the exhaust and intake valve 
feeler leaves from the gage case and 
fastened them to the ends of an old hack 
saw blade as shown. Both gages are al¬ 
ways ready for use and the saw blade 
serves as a handle.—B. W. 
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